Friends of Queen Elizabeth Park - Annual Report (June 2025 — June 2026)

General Information about our Small Community Group

Aims

* To help ensure Queen Elizabeth Park, Farnborough, GU14 8NY, is a well-maintained and safe public site
which can enhance the quality of life for local people by improving their physical and mental health and
acting as a focus for bringing people together.

* To protect the park itself and ensure that it provides a safe habitat for wildlife and remains connected to the
local green infrastructure.

Committee

Our committee has three members: Sue Runciman (Chair), Lynne Lambert (Comms), and Stella Claridge

(Finance). Nick Jarman remains a valuable co-opted committee member, and runs the website. We have 150

signed up members on the website (an increase of 6 from last year) and the Facebook page has 873 followers,

an increase from last year of 12. Information about us and photographs showing a range of activities that we

undertake in the park can be viewed on the website: www.queenelizabethpark.net. We seek active support from

our Ward Councillors and RBC ecologist, and are actively supported by Rushmoor Borough Council (RBC)

including our RBC Park Manager; also by RBC Planning, and the Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership

Team.

Vacancies with Training

We have vacancies at the moment for first aiders, who would be asked to volunteer to attend work parties when

they can. For this reason we are asking for two people to volunteer to do this: we would pay for the three-day

training course as well as travel expenses. We are aware of the difficulties faced by those of our members who

work, but there would be advantages to having had this training for the workplace, and it can be put on your CV

as relevant experience in most lines of work.

Events and Monthly Activities

Until recently Steve Bailey was leading the Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership, and in this capacity he

led our work parties. We are so pleased that since his recent retirement he has continued to attend our work

parties, enabling us to access his extensive expertise in all matters related to the park. Thank you, Steve.

We are delighted to report that our monthly Work Parties and Friends’ Amblers groups are going well: numbers

have increased in both groups this year and we have an average of ten to twelve walkers and ten workers every

month. The Work Parties carry out maintenance work in the park, e.g. clearing invasive plants, keeping the paths

clear, planting native bulbs, tidying areas following larger removals by contractors, and planting trees in cleared

areas. These events provide great opportunities for participants to enjoy free and fun ways to meet like-minded

people and keep active, healthy, and involved in the community. Our monthly attendance at Quiz Night at The

Thatched Cottage have this year encompassed both our regular groups: they are attended by friends from both

the Amblers and the Work Parties.

The Ambles run every month on a Wednesday afternoon from 2pm and are followed by liquid refreshment in The

Thatched Cottage pub; the Work Parties run between September and May - in the summer months we leave the

woodland to the birds. The Amble nearest to Christmas is a Jingle Jamble: bells and Christmas jumpers are

worn. The Christmas work party includes mince pies and mulled fruit juice.

Our self-organised Litter Pickers are also very active in the park. They have collected a grand total of 346.25
bags of litter since we started in December 2020 so 60.25 have been collected since last year. As well as our
regular monthly activities, we have also carried out special events during the last 12 months:

Family Events in the Park

Our Summer Event last August 10th combined art with our passion for all things green: there was a green trail
around the main playground, and tables at which children and adults painted in watercolour, learning the ‘wet on
wet' technique; or worked in clay to create leaves and woodland shapes. It was well attended and we were very
fortunate with the weather.

We held two Bat Walks, led by Chris Doubell from the Hampshire Bats Society, and both evenings were a great
success in spite of awful rain. We took bat detectors and walked up the cycle path holding them aloft on both


http://www.queenelizabethpark.net

evenings. We found three types of bat, and saw many more individual bats than we were expecting to see, which
was very heartening. Our park bat population is on the increase!

The Fairy Tree was mysteriously decorated for the Christmas period — presumably by the fairies — and they
obligingly took the decorations down again on 5t January. Apparently local residents enjoyed this — one told us
that it had put a smile on his face every morning as he walked through the park on his way to work.

‘Where’s Rudolf?’ was a great success this year. More than 75 children enjoyed searching for the reindeer,
accompanied by their families, and the park was alive with the sounds of their excited voices.

The Easter Trail was also a great success, with families arriving throughout the afternoon. The setting-up of both
these trails is a somewhat mammoth task, but usually very enjoyable in itself.

Our efforts on both occasions were well worth doing when we saw how much joy they brought to the children.

Donations

Thanks to the hard work and tenacity of our Finance Officer, Stella, we are now able to take donations via debit
cards, which has increased our fund-raising capacity. All monies raised are ploughed back into the park, whether
to buy bulbs, tools, or bird boxes. This year we are hoping to be able to put some wooden creatures into the
park.

Other Activities by This Committee

Kathryn Stuart started this friends’ group, and died in November 2023. The three friends of the group who remain
take care of her bench and its surroundings, just as we do the other memorial benches in the park, and twice a
year — on her birthday and the day of her death, we bring flowers to her bench, say a few words to her, and
remember that our work in the park is part of her legacy.

Each year we go somewhere for a team-building day. We usually go to a National Trust property, and this year
on September 8 we went to Nymans, where we wandered amongst the flowers and ruins, and talked about our
plans for the park this year.

Activities in the Park Outside of this Committee

Avoluntary group, The Soul Shed, ran a story walk and nature workshop in the park a few weeks ago. Residents
may have noticed signs hanging from trees, encouraging them to consider aspects of nature and how they made
them feel, or huge nests made by human hands at the bases of the trees. They took part in art, decorated the
fairy tree, and communed with the woodland. They seemed very happy when we went to meet them — eight
people took part and came away from our lovely park with their souls soothed.

Rough Sleepers

Last winter a young woman was residing in the park, in a tent. We were concerned about her and reported her
whereabouts online. Rushmoor acts promptly to determine vulnerability, whether or not a rough sleeper is willing
to work with them to find accommodation, whether or not there are children involved, etc — and within days she
was assigned a social worker to address her case. She was there for some weeks and we took her food and
helped her as much as we could, to keep her warm. She is no longer there and we hope she has found a safe
home. The experience led us to develop a policy regarding rough sleepers in the park which is briefly as follows:

We will never approach a rough sleeper on our own;

We will report rough sleepers online via Streetlink;

Until they are assigned a social worker, we will help them, to the best of our ability;

If we ascertain that they are engaging in any sort of criminal activity, we will immediately withdraw our
aid and if it is safe to do so, we will tell them we are withdrawing our aid for this reason.

Finances

Income = £1303.72; Expenditure = £1385.78. The balance as of 31 May 2026 is £872.87.

Main income — a generous grant from the Blackwater Valley Countryside Trust of £789.23, and donations from
events. Main expenditure — bird boxes and bulbs (paid for with BVCT grant), materials and prizes for family
events, and work party expenses.We require receipts for all reimbursements, and operate best value practices in
all our transactions.

Maintenance Update
Maintenance of the park has this year been focused on the clearance of rhododendrons and the planting of new
bulbs.

FQEP Plans for 2026-27



Art in the park

Team-building inspiration day for the committee members.

Bat Walks

Volunteer Week attendance

Jingle Jamble Amble

Rudolph Trail

Easter Egg Hunt

Further planting of new whips and young trees in the areas that have been cleared of
rhododendron

*  Carved creatures in the park

Please note that all events apart from the team-building inspiration day are funded from our QEP account, and
that in resourcing these free events we always use best-value strategies, with attention paid to minimising
expense and maximising ecological opportunities, with respect to all those who have given us grants and
donations.

Finally, we'd like to extend a huge thank-you once again to Steve Bailey and to Andy Ford who has supported us
in many ways during the year and been a vital contact at Rushmoor Borough Council, and to Raf, who has taken
over from Steve, and his team of volunteers, who have chipped the dead removed rhododendrons and taken
them away for us. Finally, of course, a massive thank you to all our supporters, particularly those who have taken
part with such gusto in our activities. We look forward to a wonderful summer 2026 in the park, and hope to see
you soon.

Sue Runciman, with Lynne Lambert and Stella Claridge



